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West is best ﬁ Briclge

Patriot junior racked up the accolades d’ quuors

By Josh Krueger/Daily News staff 23 Connell Highway

(401)848-9200
PORTSMOUTH - A strong case certainly can be made that Ryan Westmoreland is one

of, if not the best, high school baseball player in Rhode Island. He amassed several OPEN SUNDAYS
individual accolades this season, including The Newport Daily News Newport County
Player of the Year.

Westmoreland, the junior pitcher from Portsmouth, was also named the Rhode Island
Gatorade Baseball Player of the Year, Division I-East Most Outstanding Player and the
Cox Sports Television Baseball Player of the Year.

"It's definitely been an experience that I'm going to look back on and be really proud of
myself and all that I've accomplished," Westmoreland said. "Going into this year, my
dad told me, with colleges and stuff, that this would have to be the biggest year of my
life, and | think I've been pretty successful."

And he's done it with college scouts regularly attending games in which he pitched.
Apparently, it didn't have too much of an effect. In his second season on varsity, the
right-hander, who said he consistently throws 85-88 mph and occasionally hits 90, won
all nine of his starts, struck out 93 batters, walked 14 and allowed 27 hits in 62 innings
while posting a 0.68 earned run average. Opposing batters hit .127 against him.

Still, Westmoreland said seeing the scouts behind the backstop at home games made
him a little nervous.

"It's definitely nerve wracking when you're pitching, and you see a bunch of guys with
radar guns back there," he said. "My problem, when the scouts would come, was to just
get that first inning out of the way. After that, usually | can settle down and not think of it
as much."

Among the schools that sent scouts to Portsmouth games to watch Westmoreland, he
said, were Boston College, Vermont and the University of Rhode Island. Come
September, Westmoreland and his dad, Ron, will hit the road for visits to southern
universities. His top choices for college outside the northeast are Vanderbilt, Clemson,
Virginia and Arizona State.

He said he plans to commit to a school in the fall and will attend college unless
something unexpected happens in the Major League Baseball draft.

"To get drafted out of high school would be just incredible," Westmoreland said.
"Unless it was first round or something, which it obviously won't be, I'm definitely
looking forward to going to college and playing."

Another factor in choosing a school will be whether Westmoreland wants to be a
college pitcher or outfielder.

"I've talked to a few schools about being a two-way player, but that's really rare," he
said. "I've heard different (things) from different teams. Some want me for an outfielder,
because of my speed and bat, some want me for my pitching."

As a two-way player for the Patriots this season, Westmoreland was pretty productive.
Hitting leadoff for Portsmouth, he led the team in most offensive categories, including
batting average (.489), hits (44), runs (38), triples (6) and home runs (4), and his 29
RBIs tied him for the team lead with John Sleeper.
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Westmoreland had a team-best slugging percentage (total bases divided by at-bats)
of .800 and was also 16-for-16 in stolen base attempts.

"If he gets on base, it's a triple. With his speed and ability to run bases, if gets on in any
form, it's a triple," Middletown coach Eric Godin said of Westmoreland. "He puts
pressure on the defense and the pitcher. He could hit a routine groundball, and my
infielders are thinking, 'l've got to rush everything | do," and that puts pressure on you."

All of his obvious assets aside, Westmoreland, as a junior, also provided the Patriots
with some newfound intangibles.

"I would say the biggest stride he made was in maturity and leadership," Portsmouth
coach Dave Ulmschneider said. "His game speaks for itself. He's a phenomenal talent."

Ron Westmoreland quickly recognized that his son's talent might make him a Division |
college player some day.

"I saw it in Little League. | saw the composure, the ability to spot pitches and knew it
was something special," said Ron Westmoreland, who pitched at Eckerd College. "I
played at the Division Il level, and | knew he was better than a Division Il pitcher."

This summer, Westmoreland will be showcasing his talents in front of more scouts
while playing for the New England Ruffnecks, a World Wood Bat Association team on
which Westmoreland's Portsmouth teammate, John Pedrotty, also plays. Pedrotty and
Westmoreland also were named to the National Baseball Coaches Association All
District | team.

Next month, Westmoreland will play in the Area Code Games in Long Beach, Calif., a
showcase heavily attended by pro scouts.

In the fall, it's back to Portsmouth High School for the three-sport athlete.
Westmoreland said he again plans to play soccer (he was named The Daily News
Player of the Year as a junior), basketball (an all-county player) and baseball. Soccer
and basketball, he said, should help him improve on the baseball diamond.

"As a pitcher, if you get your legs in good shape, you can add 2-3 miles per hour on
your fastball, which is exactly what I'm hoping to do, and soccer is huge for that," he
said. "l love being competitive for all three seasons, and it's a great way to stay in
shape, too."

An improved Westmoreland isn't likely to be a welcome sight for the Patriots'
competition.

"How do you get better than what he did this year in Division 1?" Godin said. "I
anticipate him being dominating."

The same could be said to describe Westmoreland's performance this season,
particularly on the mound.

"Every time he took the ball, we knew that we were going to have a chance to win the

game, and we were going to have a chance to see something special," Ulmschneider
said. "Whenever he got up there, he was outstanding."
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PITCHER, MIDDLETOWN

The senior righty posted a team-high 51 strikeouts, hit .345 and was named first-team
all-Division I-East.

NICK GRANDE
CATCHER, PORTSMOUTH

The senior hit .311 with 21 RBIs, scored 21 runs and was named first-team all-Division
|-East.

MATT BILLINGTON
INFIELDER, PORTSMOUTH

Named first-team all-Division I-East, the senior hit .348 with 25 RBIs and two home
runs.

JOHN PEDROTTY
INFIELDER, PORTSMOUTH

The junior hit .446, drove in 23 runs and stole 12 bases in being named first-team all-
Division I-East.

DAN TONER
INFIELDER, MIDDLETOWN

The junior shortstop hit .377 with a team-high 18 RBIs and was named first-team all-
Division I-East.

JOE CYR
INFIELDER, MIDDLETOWN

A second-team all-Division I-East selection, the junior hit .367 with 11 RBIs and scored
a team-high 22 runs.

JOHN SLEEPER
OUTFIELDER, PORTSMOUTH

The senior hit .457 with a team-high 29 RBIs and 23 walks and was named first-team
all-Division I-East.

BRIAN SHELBURNE
OUTFIELDER, PORTSMOUTH

The junior hit .342, drove in 19 runs and 19 while garnering first-team all-Division I-East
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honors.
NICK PRUNEAU
OUTFIELDER, ROGERS

The senior center fielder hit .357 with five stolen bases and was named first-team all-
Division I-East.

MITCH MELLO
OUTFIELDER, TIVERTON

The senior center fielder led the team with a .371 average and drove in 14 runs while
being named first-team all-Division |-East.

PAUL JUDICE
DESIGNATED HITTER, MIDDLETOWN

The senior hit .372 with 11 RBIs and 16 runs scored and was named second-team all-
Division I-East.
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